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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the 


news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of 
- - D setross 


threaten to displace sound democratic p and a 





reat spiritual factors which motivate the 


narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rolitical fanaticism and self-defe-ting military extremism frequently 
system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and fcrecasts 


drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we av-id the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingd:m of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can We Do?’’ 


The lobby groups that beseige Washington mostly represent selfish 
economic or nationalistic interests which spend millions annually keeping 
continuous and powerful pressures on Congress, on the administrative 
agencies and on the executive branch. 

What are the church people of America, as the conscience of our 
society, doing to counterbalance these constant selfish and often immoral 
pressures? How are they keeping uppermost the long view, the humani- 
tarian view which must guide the shaping of wise legislation? What is 
their responsibility toward upholding those in the Government who sin- 





cerely try to serve with honesty and wisdom? 


A recent survey of the denom- 
inational groups with representatives 
in Washington working on national 
legislation revealed the church’s 
voice in the shaping of legislation 
to be weak to the point of a mere 
whisper. Many denominations have 
offices in Washington, but few are 
staffed to keep in touch with the 
legislation being formulated and to 
keep their members informed on 
these legislative trends. A number 
of denominations, however, are do- 
ing very effective work in the capi- 
tal, and these often pool their infor- 
mation. Generally, each group con- 
centrates om certain areas of legis- 
lation and makes its findings avail- 
able to the others, thus their efforts 
need not be duplicated. 


The Friends Committee on Na- 
tional Legislation publishes a month- 
ly newsletter which reports and in- 
terprets legislation under consider- 
ation; attends Congressional hear- 
ings and investigations; testifies on 
legislation. The director of the 
FCNL, Raymond Wilson, allocates 
a specific portion of the working 
year to visiting Friends Meetings to 
discuss current legislation. 

The Unitarians, through their 
Fellowship for Social Justice, con- 
tinuously survey legislative activity. 
The Methodists have recently or- 
ganized a new board to function on 
legislation in Washington with Bish- 
op Gerald Emsley as chairman. The 
Presbyterians (United) have one 
staff member in their Washington 
office who keeps abreast of pending 
legislation and funnels this infor- 
mation to the denomination. The 
Brethren and Mennonites maintain 
the National Service Board for Re- 
ligious Objectors which concentrates 


on the problems of conscientious 
objectors. The Baptists and the 
Disciples are coordinating their 
activities in the field of legislative 
inquiry and reporting. The Con- 
gregationalists are now centering 
their efforts in the National Coun- 
cil which is expanding its Washing- 
ton staff but is precluded from con- 
centrating on day-by-day legislative 
activities. However this organization 
publishes a newsletter which covers 
certain legislative questions. 

Despite these various agencies 
(usually confined to the activities 
of one or two persons), the influ- 
ence of the evangelical churches is 
very small in Washington and many 
a Congressman is unable to vote on 
legislation as his conscience would 
dictate because all the pressure is 
on the other side. 

Almost every type of legislation 
should fall within the interest of 
church members who feel the re- 
sponsibility of what their citizenship 
involves. But particularly they have 
an obligation to be informed on 
matters pertaining to foreign rela- 
tions, disarmament, military train- 
ing, race relations, civil liberties, 
alcohol, education, the UN, refu- 
gees and immigration, health and 
welfare. 

Is your church supporting its de- 
nomination’s legislative efforts in 
Washington? It there a study group 
in your church which concerns itself 
with converting beliefs into action? 


In Our Next Issue: 

The Editor of Between The Lines 
is spending December in the Carib- 
bean area. Watch for his report 
Castro and His Neighbors in our 
Jan. 15 release. 





O GREET THE NEW YEAR: There are always those whom we 
especially wish to remember as the New Year begins — and those 
we may have overlooked for Christmas. What more suitable New 
Year’s gift or greeting than Between The Lines, which continues its 
enlightening service throughout the entire year. Just $2 for each sub- 
scription — and so easy to order. (For each five gift subscriptions you 
send in, we will give you a year’s extension on your own subscription 
without cost.) We will send a gift card in your name to each recipient. 

These comments from readers all came in the same mail: 

e@ From a Cambridge, Mass., scientist: ““The most accurate 
reporting on the most important news today.” 

e From the manager of a major insurance company: “J am 
enthusiastic about Between The Lines and plan to enroll a few new 
subscribers each year to get them started.” 

e@ From a Chicago professional man: “I take more than 200 
publications .... it is a constant marvel to me how you can put out so 
many, many BEST issues.” 

e@ From an educator in Togo, West Africa: “May I express 
my gratitude for the spirit and content of Between The Lines and can 
we arrange to reprint excerpts and the thoughtful cartoons?” 

e@ From a California businessman: “I have heard much about 
your very informative Newsletter. Will you start my subscription with 
the May issue, sending me the back numbers from May to the present?” 











X-Ray and Foreeast . 


EAR OF DECISION: 1961 brings us to a most critical stage in the 

question of whether our conflict with communism is to be determined 
by economic, political and cultural competition or by an atomic war that 
will destroy both the Communist world and the Free West. This question 
outranks all else by far. Whether the stock market goes up or down in 
1961, whether business sinks or booms — such considerations pale. 


AFTER WEEKS OF STORMY DEBATE, the international Com- 
munist leaders reaffirmed the policy, established by Khrushchev, that the 
Marxists can win the world without war. They have pledged to batter 
down our diplomacy in the UN and break up our alliances. They have 
vowed to out-build us, out-produce us and out-sell us, to win the uncom- 
mitted world by doing more for the undeveloped, impoverished areas than 
we can do. 


THE GREAT IRONY is that Western capitalism, boasting of its 
spirit of rugged competition in both diplomacy and commerce, of its pro- 
duction, salesmanship and initiative, seems to have neither the vision, the 
energy nor the fortitude to meet this challenge. While the Reds make 
continued inroads along these lines of conquest in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, official Washington continues to quiver in indecision. We com- 
pensate for our failure by pouring most of our resources and energy into 
military defense where everybody can make a fast buck. The biggest 
question we can ask the new Kennedy Administration is whether it will 
change this trend. 


ECONOMIC WARFARE will start in earnest in 1961. The Soviet 

Union is already manipulating their ruble to undermine the American 
dollar. (They recently pegged the ruble at more than ten per cent above 
the dollar in gold value!) The Soviet Oil Export Agency has announced 
that it intends to lift Russian oil exports from the present two per cent of 
the world market to 15 per cent — and more after that, for it is conceded 
that the Soviet’s known oil reserves are twice those of continental U. S. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


The Soviet Union is offering its oil now to Italy at greatly reduced prices. 
In gaining control of the Cuban sugar, which the U. S. no longer buys, 
the Russians gain another economic weapon: By dumping Cuban sugar 
adroitly they can wreck the economies of several Caribbean and Central 
American countries while the Red agents subvert them from within. 
There is no factual evidence anywhere that Russia plans a military assault 
against the West, but there is an abundance of factual evidence that the 
economic warfare is beginning in earnest. (In our next issue, we will re- 
port on The 1961 American Economy — and World Stresses.) 


THE NEW ATOMIC AGE 


S the New Year begins, there is much speculation behind the scenes 

over “the third generation” of atomic weapons. First came the fission- 
plutonium bomb, then the hydrogen or fusion bomb — and now the world 
waits with much dread for news of the next nuclear step which has already 
been named the “neutron bomb.” 


THIS WEAPON — if it were to be perfected — would release 
death rays over a large area, killing all life promptly; yet it would not 
damage property — factories, mills and machinery of all kinds remaining 
intact. Moreover, the deadly radiation would soon cool off and disappear. 
It is generally conceded that this “neutron” bomb or missile might be 
developed if much expense and effort in further research were devoted 
to it. A controversy is raging behind the scenes in Washington over this 
question which has great meaning for every concerned citizen. 


MILITARY EXTREMISTS — in and out of uniform — are using 
this threat of a neutron bomb as a crowbar to pry the U. S. loose from the 
present atomic test ban, that we may rush forward in the atomic arms 
race, irrespective of all other considerations. Since tests of this new weapon 
could be conducted without leaving a tell-tale residue of radiation in the 
atmosphere, the extremists claim that Russia has probably already perfected 
this weapon and that the U. S. should resume atomic tests immediately so 
that our nuclear arsenal might include this more “refined” destructive force. 


LURID SPEECHES and warnings about the neutron bomb, im- 
plying that the Soviet Union had it poised to strike, have been widely 
publicized by Sen. Dodd (D., Conn.), by former Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion member T. E. Murray and a few others. While the press has played 
up these views by the extremists, there has been almost a complete black- 
out of statements by other leading defense officials (who are not extremists) 
that there is no evidence whatever that the Russians have broken the 
present atom test moratorium, to develop the neutron bomb or for any 
other purpose. (BTL, Dec. 15.) Moreover, four of the nation’s top scien- 
tists have strongly disagreed with the Dodd-Murray thesis, although the 
public has heard little of their views. 


ONE OF THE GREATEST LIVING PHYSICISTS, Dr. Hans 
Bethe, says, “This is another attempt to divert public opinion from the 
real issue, to get a treaty that could lead to disarmament... .It is ques- 
tionable that the (neutron) bomb could be developed and I don’t see that 
it would have a great advantage over the old-fashioned fission bomb, of 
which we have thousands.” 


Dr. Isidor I. Rabi, member of the President’s Science Advisory 
Committee and Nobel prize-winner in Physics, commented, “Mr. Murray 
doesn’t know very much about atomic physics and is not technically qual- 
ified....” Dr. Rabi explained further that the public was being misled 
on the test question because of secrecy. “Irresponsible” was what Dr. 
Jerome B. Weisner (MIT professor and Kennedy adviser) called the Dodd- 
Murray warnings. “I know of no reason for resuming testing immediately. 
My own view is that the U. S. cannot let any single thing hinder the nego- 
tiations. The use or leak of ‘scare’ stories inhibits the Government... .” 
(in its disarmament negotiations). 

Dr. David R. Inglis, former chairman of the Federation of Amer- 
ican Scientists and senior physicist at the AEC’s Argonne National Lab- 
oratory, labelled Murray’s description of the neutron bomb “fantastically 
exaggerated.” He described the bomb as a “scaling down of the A-bomb 
to a low efficiency to make it give out more neutron (short-lived particles) 
radiation than blast damage.” 

(The above quotations appeared in the N. Y. Herald-Tribune Nov. 5.) 

IN OTHER WORDS, the highest names in atomic research are 
trying to warn the American people that the demands for resuming tests 
to make the N-bomb is in reality a scare propaganda campaign to dissolve 
the present atomic test ban and to wreck U. S.- Russian disarmament 
negotiations which are expected to be renewed with vigor as soon as the 
Kennedy Administration is settled. These top nuclear scientists believe 


that if the atomic arms race is accelerated on the level of the neutron 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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These Work For Peace 


In India and Pakistan: Heartening evidence that international co- 
operation is possible, when men can see their mutual interests clearly, is 
found in the new agreement between India and Pakistan over the devel- 
opment of the Indus Water System. When India and Pakistan won inde- 
pendence in 1947, their boundaries, as is often the case, were drawn on 
political rather than practical lines. The dividing line cuts through 20 
million acres in the arid Punjab. Both countries needed the water of the 
Indus River for the irrigation of millions of acres, but an angry debate 





arose over who should have the right to develop the river. 


The President of the World Bank, 
E. R. Black, led long and difficult 
negotiations which finally brought 
agreement that the Indus Water 
System be divided between the two 
countries with dams and canals to 
be built at a cost of over one billion 
dollars. The World Bank will supply 
the funds to supplement loans from 
different nations, including the U. S. 
The Indus Water System, once the 
cause of threatened war between 
Pakistan and India, has become a 
symbol of peaceful and prosperous 
cooperation through the patience 
and forbearance of skilled negotia- 
tors who sought no political or eco- 
nomic gains for themselves but only 
the good of the people involved. 


The people of Asia have been so 
impressed with this achievement that 
they are asking, “What is to prevent 
an integrated development of com- 
mon economic policy between all 
of the nations of Asia?” This idea 
will also have great significance to 
the nations of Africa and Latin 
America. Here is an area of prog- 
ress leading away from cold war 
tensions that can only be promoted 
through UN auspices, just as the 
World Bank functions as an organ 
of the UN. 


In Antarctica 


The cold Antarctica now provides 
warm encouragement that the na- 
tions can cooperate in building 
peace. Heretofore each new area of 
exploration, including the seas sur- 
rounding national frontiers and the 
skies above each territory, has added 
to the cold war tension. But in the 


Antarctica areas, it was apparent 
that if political and military rival- 
ries were permitted to enter the 
frozen continent no gains would be 
made by anyone; no one would ben- 
efit, all would lose. What might be 
a rich resource of knowledge and 
material gain would be lost in the 
suspicions and conflicts of inter- 
national life. 


The Antarctica treaty guarantees 
that this region will be a free and 
open international laboratory for 
the next 30 years, although seven 
nations had made claims to the vast 
iceland. Scientific teams from the 
signatory powers are given unlim- 
ited rights to travel anywhere on the 
continent and to inspect the facili- 
ties of any other nation. Other 
nations may also land teams on the 
continent provided they belong to 
the United Nations and agree to 
the terms of the treaty. 


The heart of the pact is the pro- 
vision banning any nuclear experi- 
mentation or the dumping of atomic 
waste on Antarctica. Fears of radio- 
active fallout prompted the Southern 
Hemisphere nations to urge this 
treaty. The area of good feeling 
that was created by the Internation- 
al Geophysical Year made it pos- 
sible to put the treaty over. All 
major powers have now ratified it 
and teams of explorers are already 
in full cooperation. Russian and 
U. S. teams frequently meet and, 
in good fellowship, share their sci- 
entific efforts on various projects. 
The Western powers hope that the 

(Continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


bomb we will have likely passed beyond the point of no return. Unless 
a host of educators, clergymen and others inform and arouse the public 
on this issue, the danger of war will be greatly increased. 


In our last issue we quoted the charges made by a Ford Founda- 
tion report (Center for Study of Democratic Institutions) that the U. S. 
Government was under the domination of a powerful group of military 
extremists who are dedicated to the absurd thesis that nothing ever changes 
inside Russia and that war is inevitable. To implement their thesis, they 
are out to wreck any peace move that would seem to threaten their ob- 
jectives. As we have previously reported, the only important scientists 
they can exploit for their purpose is Dr. Edward Teller who, though he 
won fame in the development of the H-bomb by his discovery of a 
short cut to the mastery of hydrogen fusion, is not qualified to speak in 
many areas where his name is bandied about. With a few notable excep- 
tions, the press, subservient to the war makers, plays up this distorted 
propaganda and suppresses the views of the greatest names in nuclear 
physics whose counsel would give the American people a saner, more 
factual understanding of the atomic age and its relationship to the Com- 
munist threat. Even at its worst, the Communist menace is a passing 
phase of history; before that it was Nazism; before that, the Kaiser. In 
every generation there has been “the enemy” — back to the days of “the 
Moslem hordes” with whom we have now “coexisted” for a thousand years. 


But the atom is not a passing phase: It is for keeps. This is the 
long look which the anti-Communist fanatics cannot see and will not 
tolerate in others. 


(continued) 


KENNEDY AND THE RACKETS 


N our release of Nov. 1, we reported the widespread influence of the 
I gambling and criminal syndicates:in both the Democratic and Repub- 
lican party machinery. While this blight is freely admitted by most Federal 
law officials and political leaders, neither candidate dared tackle this issue 
at any point during the campaign because the state party machines, upon 
whom the candidates had to depend for support, were so often financially 
obligated to the rackets. 


President-elect Kennedy aroused hope by the announcement, made 
only two days after the election, that he intended to clean out the criminal 
elements in politics. “We will begin with the Teamsters Union and follow 
all the rat-runs that lead throughout the nation into many other crime- 
infested organizations,” stated the President-elect’s brother, Robert Ken- 
nedy, who served as chief investigator of the McClelland Senate Com- 
mittee on which the President-elect also sat. Here they became intimately 
familiar with the racketeers’ methods of operation in the powerful and 
rich Teamsters Union. 


The Kennedy brothers have never been loud in their praise of the 
FBI. While Kennedy has stated that he will retain J. Edgar Hoover as 
FBI chief, he has indicated his intention of setting up a separate Federal 
Crime Commission that can deal with the interstate criminal syndicates 
outside of the FBI channels, which so far have produced so few results 
in exposing the rackets. The mobsters have too much political influence 
and J. Edgar Hoover has always been sensitive to politics. He finds it 
much easier to keep the FBI well financed and his own popularity en- 
hanced by emphasizing the dangers of communism and the FBI record 
in dealing with the Red subversives. It would be a whole lot harder to 
face the much larger activities of the crime and gambling syndicates. 


THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION, fearing unfavorable 
reflections on itself when the Kennedy Administration gets into action 
on the crime and gambling rackets, has started a series of raids across the 
country aimed at bookmakers, policy operators and other gambling activ- 
ities. The crack-down has come, however, through the Internal Revenue 
Service agents instead of Federal police agencies. The tax men made 
simultaneous raids in 30 cities on one occasion this fall, arresting 75 lead- 
ing gamblers. As stated in our issue of Nov. 1, the Dept of Justice, which 
should be responsible for prosecution of the gambling hoods, is subject 
to much political influence in and out of Congress while the tax agents 
are much further removed from any political pressure. 


The gimmick being used by the tax revenue agents is found in the 
law passed in 1952 which requires a gambler to purchase from the Gov- 
ernment a $50 tax stamp which serves as a license for legitimate gambling. 
Under this license he is required to turn over to the U. S. Treasury ten 
per cent of his gross gambling earnings. Most gamblers, crooked by nature, 
avoid buying the Government tax stamps and thus can cheat on their 10 
per cent cut to Uncle Sam. Operating a gambling business without a stamp 
can mean a five year prison term and a $10,000 fine. The gamblers are 

(continued third col., FOURTH page) 


These Work For Peace (continuea) 


same spirit of scientific cooperation 
will eventually lead to similar agree- 
ments on space exploration and re- 
search. Antarctica has become a 
laboratory for international cooper- 
ation. 


Scientists Speak Out 


It is not surprising to learn that 
a group of top U. S. scientists fore- 
see a nuclear worldwide destruction 
in 15 years if the U. S. fails to make 
more creative and intensive efforts 
for atomic control agreements with 
Russia. In a statement on the 15th 
anniversary of the first atomic bomb 
explosion, the American Federation 
of American Scientists, representing 
over 2,000 scientists and engineers, 
declared, “It appears unlikely the 
world will avoid a nuclear holocaust 
if another 15 years passes without 
arms control agreements.” 


The statement continues, “Al- 
though it has been the U. S. policy 
to seek arms control as a method of 
controlling war, the U. S. Govern- 
ment has not supported that policy 
with the necessary devotion. Our 
Government has not undertaken on 
a sufficient scale the hard work and 
intensive research that are necessary 
to an informed political judgment 
on specific arms control proposals. 
So much money is made in the pro- 
duction of weapons, it is hard to 
get anyone interested in bringing 
about those changes that would end 
the armament industry.” 


The realm of science is above 
world tensions — therefore there 


are many reasons to believe that 
peace will only come as the leader- 
ship of scientists can take precedence 
over the prejudiced, retarded and 
often primitive type of thinking that 
characterizes political leadership. 


Science Summit 

An example of the relationship of 
science to world tensions can be 
found in the conference held at the 
University of Rochester last autumn 
on High Energy Physics. This an- 
nual world gathering of leading sci- 
entists was in effect a world summit 
conference in the highly important 
and complex field of study that will 
have so much to do with the future 
of the human race. The Soviet del- 
egation numbered over 27. Appoint- 
ments of delegates were not made 
until after the U-2 incident in May. 
Therefore Russia did not allow in- 
ternational politics and tensions to 
interfere with their cooperation with 
the U. S. on such a long range and 
important matter. 

During the days of the Rochester 
Conference, Americans and Rus- 
sians conferred for many hours with 
scientists from other nations par- 
ticipating in a wide variety of scien- 
tific questions. Whenever the dis- 
cussion verged on the political, 
newsmen in attendance said a wry 
type of humor crept into the dis- 
cussions and both the U. S. and 
Soviet scientists as much as said, 
“These matters will have to wait 
until men grow up to the dimen- 
sions of the space age we are now 
entering.” 





Russia Keeps Changing 


The changes taking place within the Soviet Union are reflected in 


a notable poem published in a recent issue of Pravda, the official Com- 
munist Party newspaper. The verses of Horizon Beyond Horizon by A. 
Tvardovsky go far beyond Khrushchev’s condemnation of the Stalin era 
which made history three years ago. 


The Tvardovsky work, which records the suffering Stalin inflicted 
on the Soviet people, strongly indicates that the Kremlin has been forced 
to permit more freedom of expression among the Russian writers and 
intellectuals, according to the opinion of Soviet experts. Khrushchev’s 


denunciation of Stalin only leaked 
appeared in Russia’s largest circu- 
lation dailies. In the poem Stalin is 
identified by name only once but 
the references to him are unmis- 
takable. His great cruelty and con- 
ceit get full treatment as do the 
achievements of his leadership. 


Tvardovsky, recognized as a poet 
of major stature, has been a Party 
member for some years. He was the 
editor of the Soviet publication 
Novy Mir which published ten of 
Pasternack’s poems but did not pub- 
lish his novel, Dr. Zhivago. Tvar- 
dovsky also brought out Dudintsev’s 
Not By Bread Alone, a novel criti- 
cal of Soviet society, which, unlike 
Dr. Zhivago, was published in Rus- 
sia. Experts on Soviet affairs are 
studying Horizon Beyond Horizon 


to the world gradually. The poem 


with keen interest because of its 
significant meaning in terms of the 
success of Russian intellectuals in 
their long combat with the Party 
rule. Russian writers have always 
been among the world’s greatest. If 
the Communist Party has been 
forced to give ground to the de- 
mand for more freedom on the part 
of Russian writers, musicians and 
artists, then the hope for a more 
liberal Soviet policy in the future 
has been greatly increased. The lit- 
erature of a nation always reflects 
its future and its culture. 


A Novel on Stalin Era 


Specialists in Soviet affairs are 
also fascinated by the publication of 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Russia Keeps Changing (continued) 


a manuscript which was smuggled 
out of Russia, The Trial Begins by 
Abram Tertz (Panthenon Books). 
This is one of the very few works 
from the Soviet literary under- 
ground to reach Western readers. 

Tertz’ novel, banned in the Sov- 
iet, tells the tale of the injustice and 
ruthless warfare that goes on within 
the Party itself as the leaders en- 
deavor to enforce discipline among 
their own. The story is set in the 
last period of Stalin’s regime when 
the campaign against intellectuals 
among the early Bolsheviks was in 
full cry, and the Moscow air was 
heavy with the sense of impending 
blood purge and doom. The story 
concludes with a powerful satirical 
epilogue dated three years after 
Stalin died. Life within the Com- 
munist Party is revealed in a night- 
marish setting, a topsy-turvy world 
in which the most sacred canons of 
the Soviet doctrine are being flouted 
at every turn by the Communist 
Party leaders themselves. This vol- 
ume will eventually chew deep 
gashes in the monolithic body of 
the Communist rule. 

Discrimination in Russia 

Just as Moscow opens a large 
Friendship University for foreign 
students, an exodus of African stu- 
dents takes place in protest over the 
unhappy experiences the Negroes 
have had while going to school in 
Russia. The African students pro- 
test that they have suffered much 
discrimination and many indignities 
because of their color. 

After having been invited to the 
U.S.S.R. to study engineering, med- 
icine, chemistry and other sciences 
at Soviet expense, they were sub- 
jected to much abuse when they 
would not submit to thorough in- 
doctrination in communism. The 
students reported that all the studies 
in economic and political subjects 
proved to be only Marxist inter- 
pretations of these subjects and, the 
students protested, one cannot be- 
come an engineer, a doctor or a 
scientist if he spends half his time 
on Marxism. The Africans stated, 
“When we failed to comply with 
their demands we got only a smat- 
tering of medicine or engineering 
and were ostracized socially.” 

Even those Africans who did 
surrender themselves to Marxist in- 
doctrination experienced discrimi- 
nation, some being violently set 
upon by other Russian youths when 
the Africans attempted to associate 
with Russian women students. The 
independent spirit of the Africans 
obviously upset the Komsomol, 
the Communist student organiza- 
tion, for their paper carried articles 
on the Africans which were a 
strange mixture of apologies and 
harsh criticism. Arab students also 
have been protesting the ill treat- 


ment they received when they did 
not yield to Red indoctrination. 

The U. S. State Dept. has made 
moves to provide opportunities for 
these students on U. S. campuses 
where at least they will be permitted 
to devote their time to their pro- 
fessional studies. 


U. S. Films in U.S.S.R. 


The U. S. Information Agency 
reports that “more Russians have 
seen American moving pictures dur- 
ing the last six months than in all 
previous years since 1917, despite 
the vilification of the U. S. in Mos- 
cow propaganda. Out of 102 motion 
picture houses operating in Mos- 
cow one day recently, 45 were show- 
ing American films. 


“The houses were packed with 
people and the reaction was highly 
favorable at the very moment when 
official Soviet propaganda attacks 
against the U. S. (over the U-2 in- 
cident) were at a peak. To appreci- 
ate this paradox one must imagine 
42 of the principal movie houses in 
New York, Chicago or Los Angeles 
showing Soviet films.” 

The USIA reports that the Soviet 
is again jamming all Voice of Amer- 
ica broadcasts except those in Eng- 
lish. The jamming was resumed in 
May after the break-up of the Sum- 
mit Conference. It is known that 
the Russian student groups had pro- 
tested strenuously against the jam- 
ming of the Voice of America in 
English since so many Russian stu- 
dents study English. 

Russian Black Markets 

A major propaganda campaign 
has been launched in the Soviet 
Union against “illegal private enter- 
prise.” Articles in the Soviet press 
have demanded that persons en- 
gaged in such activity be sent to 
forced labor camps. This denunci- 
ation indicates that there has been 
systematic profiteering of consumer 
needs in those areas left unsatisfied 
by Soviet production. 

The high profits in selling scarce 
goods, at prices above those charged 
in the Government stores, presents 
a constant temptation to traders 
with daring and initiative. The dis- 
closures reveal that not only do 
clothing and food items fall in the 
hands of speculators but even bi- 
cycles, motorcycles, automobiles 
and pianos are involved! It is ob- 
vious that such a black market 
trading system could not be manip- 
ulated without cooperation among 
Soviet officials. In some areas even 
tracts of land as large as 75 or 100 
acres have been put into private 
production by entrepreneurs who 
obtain workers and seed from the 
regular farm bureaus and sell the 
crops of watermelons, cantelopes, 
tomatoes and other scarce items 
through private channels. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


never worried about the $10,000 fine, and high-priced lawyers can always 
talk them out of a five year term — in many cases because of secret pres- 
sures on the judiciary. At least rarely is a gambler convicted in Federal or 
local courts on these charges. Will the situation change with the new 
Administration? 


LIBERAL CATHOLICS SUPPORT KENNEDY’S DECLARATION 


N our last release we discussed the liberal movement within the Roman 

Catholic Church in the U. S. and abroad which appears to be spear- 
headed by President-elect Kennedy who has boldly declared that his obli- 
gations as President will not be intervened under any circumstances by 
the dictates or dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church. 

TO REINFORCE the President-elect’s position, 165 Catholic lay- 
men, including three Senators, numerous prominent educators, industrial 
leaders, lawyers and publishers have brought forward a declaration of 
their belief that “religious freedom and civil peace demand a separation 
of church and state.” The statement declares that efforts which tend to 
undermine the principle of separation of church and state, whether these 
efforts come from Catholics, Protestants or Jews, believers or unbelievers, 
should be resisted no matter how well intended such efforts might be. The 
spokesman for the group said that this statement reflects the “modern 
position” adopted by the “overwhelming majority” of American Catholics. 
This bears out our analysis of Oct. 1 and Dec. 15 that a strong liberal 
movement is stirring within the American Catholic Church, which includes 
not a few of the younger clergy and many thousands of prominent Cath- 
olic laymen, a movement that changes considerably the complexion of 
America’s religious life. The old conflict between American traditions of 
freedom and Roman Catholic medievalism is being replaced by a won- 
derfully wholesome tug-of-war between the traditions of freedom instilled 
in American Catholics and the medievalism of the Roman Church. 

THE DECLARATION BY THE 165 prominent Catholics says 
frankly that there is much bigotry abroad in the land, some of it mas- 
querading under the name of freedom. “There is also genuine concern 
over the extent that many Catholics have failed to make known their de- 
votion to religious freedom for all.” The statement concedes that Catholics 
“at times have appeared to seek sectarian advantage ...and...we have 
contributed to doubt about our intentions. It is our hope that this state- 
ment may help to dispel such doubts.” This declaration goes on to state 
that Catholics in America are obligated to respect religious freedom as a 
civil right and that “we believe that Catholics have a special duty to work 
for the realization of the principle of freedom of religion in every nation, 
whether they (the Catholics) are a minority or majority of the citizens. 
-.++ We deplore the denial of religious freedom in any land. We especially 
deplore this denial in countries where Catholics constitute a majority — 
even an overwhelming majority.” 

To our knowledge this is the first time Catholics have conceded 
the plight of Protestants in Latin America, Spain and elsewhere where 
they have been under continuous persecution for generations by the Cath- 
olic Church. Most Catholic priests call all such reports false and “Com- 
munist propaganda against the church,” though the reports of persecution 
are amply documented. (This declaration was first made on Oct. 4 but 
was not given wide publicity, apparently due to the opposition of the 
hierarchy. And had the statement been publicized before the election 
Kennedy might have lost some of the conservative Catholic vote.) 

THIS DRAMATIC MILESTONE becomes all the more significant 
when we recall that the Vatican issued a statement on Oct. 27 supporting 
the tyrannical action of the Roman Catholic bishops in Puerto Rico when 
they demanded that all Catholics vote against Puerto Rico’s Governor 
Munoz-Marin, with the added threat that those who voted for him would 
be committing sin. Political leaders of the Catholic faith in the U. S., 
already shocked and pained by the action of the Puerto Rican bishops, 
are known to have raised strong protests over the Vatican’s pronounce- 
ments in support of these bishops. As a result, the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, presented some intricate and mystifying ecclesi- 
astical double-talk to explain how the Vatican could endorse the sep- 
aration of church and state in America while backing the bishops in 
Puerto Rico in their brazen attempt to dominate the political life of that 
country. (N. Y. Times, Oct. 28.) 

For some years the Vatican has campaigned to “make America 
Catholic.” We believe that an even greater change may be fomenting — 
that of “making Catholicism American.” We say this respectfully and 
hopefully. The sense of discipline and authority prevailing in the Cath- 
olic Church is needed in America to offset our materialism and the un- 
disciplined indifference that prevails in far too much of Protestantism. 


(continued) 





